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February 25, 2021

Hazelwood school official hid 

camera in foster son's bedroom, 

charges say

HAZELWOOD — An assistant superintendent with the Hazelwood School District was charged Wednesday with 
hiding a camera in his foster son’s bedroom so he could watch him naked, charges say.
Matthew Phillips, 52, of the 1800 block of Parker Road in Florissant, was charged with felony counts of invasion of 
privacy and evidence tampering. Charges say Phillips admitted buying a camera online and putting it in his 19-
year-old foster son’s bedroom “because he was intrigued at seeing the victim naked.” The camera had a memory 
card that Phillips put in his computer in order to view the video.Phillips told police he deleted the videos from the 
computer. Police said they have no evidence Phillips had any inappropriate behavior while at work. A judge set 
Phillips’ bail at $100,000 cash. According to his online biography, Phillips is an assistant superintendent of student 
services and has worked in public education for nearly three decades and previously served as principal for Brown 
Elementary School and as a coordinator in the Special School District. “Mr. Phillips has a passion for serving 
students with special needs and those who are in need of support academically, socially and emotionally,” his bio 
says
.
Anthony Kiekow, a spokesman for the Hazelwood School District, said Phillips is on administrative leave. Kiekow
said he could not immediately provide Phillips’ length of employment with the district or his salary information.
But a Post-Dispatch database of St. Louis-area public employees says Phillips was hired in July 2010 and earned an 
annual salary of $138,476. He did not yet have a lawyer, according to court records.

https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-
courts/hazelwood-school-official-hid-camera-in-foster-
sons-bedroom-charges-say/article_68df2e1a-cb85-5ec6-
a607-7f19db79f3e5.html

https://www.hazelwoodschools.org/Page/5509
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Assistant school superintendent 

accused of invasion of privacy in 

off-campus incident

FLORISSANT, Mo. – An assistant superintendent in the Hazelwood School District 

has been placed on administrative leave Wednesday after being charged with 

invasion of privacy.

The St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office charged 52-year-old Matthew 

Phillips with invasion of privacy and tampering with physical evidence.

According to Officer Steve Michael, a Florissant Police spokesman, Phillips admitted 

to the crimes.

Police do not believe students were involved.

Anthony Kiekow, a Hazelwood district spokesman, said Phillips will remain on leave 

for the duration of the investigation.

Phillips remains in custody at St. Louis County Jail on a $100,000 bond.

https://fox2now.com/news/missouri/assistant-school-superintendent-
accused-of-invasion-of-privacy-in-off-campus-incident/
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Hazelwood school official charged 

with putting hidden camera in foster 

son's room

FLORISSANT, Mo. (KMOV.com) -- A Florissant man has been charged for hiding a camera in his foster 

son's room.

Matthew Phillips, 52, of Florissant, is charged with invasion of privacy and tampering with physical 

evidence.

According to the Florissant Police Department, a hidden camera was found inside the room of Matthew's 

19-year-old foster son. Phillips admitted to police that he had hidden the camera to capture "inappropriate 

video" of his foster son.

According to the Hazelwood School District website, Matthews is the assistant superintendent for student 

services. In his bio, it says, "Mr. Phillips has a passion for serving students with special needs and those 

who are in need of support academically, socially and emotionally. He has served as a foster parent and 

advocate for students with special needs."

Investigators said they have no evidence to believe there was any inappropriate behavior at his place of 

employment.

News 4 reached out to the school district and learned that Matthews is currently on administrative leave.

Phillips is currently being held at the St. Louis County Jail on a $100,000 bond.

https://www.kmov.com/news/hazelwood-school-official-charged-with-putting-
hidden-camera-in-foster-sons-room/article_3ec1c436-76e2-11eb-a3ce-
ab41a2f2afdf.html?block_id=677763#:~:text=Matthew%20Phillips%2C%2052%
2C%20of%20Florissant,%2Dyear%2Dold%20foster%20son.

https://www.kmov.com/news/hazelwood-school-official-charged-with-putting-hidden-camera-in-foster-sons-room/article_3ec1c436-76e2-11eb-a3ce-ab41a2f2afdf.html?block_id=990844
https://www.hazelwoodschools.org/Page/5509
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Hazelwood assistant superintendent 

charged, accused of secretly 

recording foster son

FLORISSANT, Mo. — An assistant superintendent in the Hazelwood School District was charged with one felony 
count of invasion of privacy after police said he secretly recorded his 19-year-old foster son.
Matthew Phillips, 52, was charged with invasion of privacy and tampering with physical evidence in connection 
with the secret recordings police said he made earlier this month. According to charging documents, police started 
their investigation when the victim called saying he found a video camera in his bedroom. He told police Phillips, 
his foster father, purchased the camera online and put it in the victim's room. When police interviewed Phillips, 
Phillips admitted to buying the camera and putting it in the room. He said he did it because he was "intrigued at 
seeing the victim naked", charging documents said. Police said Phillips admitted to taking the SD card from the 
camera and putting it into his computer to view the videos it recorded. He told police he then deleted the videos 
from his computer. In charging documents, Phillips was described as "a danger to the victim and a flight risk". He is 
being held on $100,000 bond. Phillips is an assistant superintendent at the Hazelwood School District. Police said 
they do not believe there was any inappropriate behavior where he works. According to his bio on the Hazelwood 
School District website, Phillips has supervisory responsibility for the following schools:
•Armstrong
•Arrowpoint
•Brown
•Cold Water
•Garrett
•Grannemann
•Jamestown
•Larimore
•McNair
•Townsend
The district provided the following statement:
Mr. Matt Phillips is currently one of the Hazelwood School District assistant superintendents. He has been placed 
on administrative leave pending an investigation. Because this is a personnel matter, no additional information can 
be provided.
Editors note: A previous version of this story incorrectly identified Phillips as an assistant superintendent in the 
Ferguson-Florissant School district. The story has been corrected and we apologize for the error.

https://www.ksdk.com/article/news/crime/florissant-assistant-superintendent-
charged-secret-recording/63-b0a627be-a61d-4b5b-8774-0c5af90de32e


